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GlobalStars Call for Proposals 

for Joint R&D Projects under EUREKA 
between Japan and the EUREKA member countries: 

Canada, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Israel, Spain and UK 
 
Time Schedule 
 

International opening of the Call Monday 8th June 2020 

Deadline for EUREKA Application 10th September 2020 

Applicants Informed December 2020 

EUREKA label procedure and 
approval 

December 2020 

 
EUREKA (www.eurekanetwork.org) is an intergovernmental organisation for market-driven 
industrial research and development. It is a decentralised network facilitating the 
coordination of national funding on Research, Development and Innovation, aiming to boost 
the productivity & competitiveness of industries.  
 

1. Call description  
Within the GlobalStars initiative of EUREKA, based on mutual consent, Japan, Canada, 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Israel, Spain and UK are launching a common call. 
Participants from Japan and the respective EUREKA member countries are invited to submit 
joint project proposals in the research and development of innovative products and 
applications with a strong market potential. 
 

2. Scope  
The call for proposals will be an open call inviting projects from any sector area. 
 

3. Qualification Criteria  
Partners must meet the following qualifications:  

 The consortium should include at least two companies that are independent from 
each other, one company for Japan and one company from one of the EUREKA 
member countries participating in the call.  

 The project partners must express their will to cooperate on a win-win/fair basis in an 
R&D project leading to a new product, industrial process or service.  

 The product, process or service must be innovative, and there must be a 
technological risk involved for all involved partners.  

 The project must benefit all involved partners.  

 The project should have an obvious benefit and added value resulting from the 
technological cooperation between the participants from the different countries (e.g. 
increased knowledge base, commercial leads, access to R&D infrastructure etc.).  

 A signed Consortium Agreement (CA) is required upon approval, before the actual 
start of the project. It ought to include, amongst others, the ownership and use of 
know-how and IPR settlements. A draft consortium agreement should be submitted 
with the EUREKA application as an annex.  

 The maximum duration of a project may not exceed 24 months.  

 No individual organisation, or individual country, can claim more than 70% of the total 
eligible costs of a joint project. 

 Military projects are excluded. 
 

Any partner whose cooperative R&D project is consistent with the aforesaid criteria can 
apply to the present call in accordance with the national laws, rules, regulations and 
procedures in effect in each country, on a non-exchange of funds basis, and subject to 
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budgetary availability. The amount of funding available per project partner is 
subject to national rules and regulations. 
 
Project partners are strongly advised, prior to submitting the application, to contact their 
Contact Points in participating countries (see below) in order to check the eligibility of their 
project. 
 
Partners from other EUREKA countries or countries outside of EUREKA can also participate, 
but they will not be funded by the participating funding agencies in this call. Subsequently, 
these partners have to secure their own funding within the deadlines for this call. 
 

4. Submission  
 
There are 4 stages to the submission and assessment process. 
 
Stage 1: EUREKA application 
All partners must complete the EUREKA project application form online which is available in 
the call webpage through https://www.eurekanetwork.org/calls-for-projects It must be 
completed online by 10th September 2020 by 17.00 Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). The 
form must be completed in English.  
 
The project consortium is strongly advised to read the form carefully, follow the guidelines 
and complete all necessary elements in the form as requested. You can contact your 
EUREKA National Project Coordinators to get support in preparing the form (see below for 
detailed information for each funding agency in section 4).  
 
The project consortium is requested to submit a draft consortium agreement as an annex to 
the EUREKA application.  
 
Stage 2: National applications 
In parallel to the submission of the EUREKA project form, all project partners are required to 
submit a related funding application, if required, to their respective funding agencies, taking 
into account all relevant procedures and submission rules. The deadline for submission 
might differ between the participating funding agencies (see below for detailed information 
for each funding agency).  
 
Applicants from Canada must:  
Complete the following application steps:  
1. Register using the following link: (link) by July 6, 2020. 
2. Complete and submit the Expression of Interest (EOI) form supplied to those who 

register by July 13, 2020. 

Submit a Canadian Application package including the EUREKA application form and 

draft consortium agreement by September 10, 2020, 17:00 Greenwich Mean Time 

(GMT). Note: instructions related to this submission will be provided only to those 

whose EOIs have been reviewed and deemed eligible to proceed.  

Applicants from the Czech Republic must:  
submit the application form by 17:00 GMT to MEYS the deadline, along with the supporting 
documentation listed in the guidance for applicants.  
In addition to the Project Application Form and Annex, project partners that want to receive 
funding from MEYS need to submit a national application, including a detailed project plan 
and budget.  
It is recommended that the Czech partners contact MEYS before applying, in order to get 
advice on the national application. The funding application is available under INTER-
EUREKA, described here: http://www.msmt.cz/vyzkum-a-vyvoj-2/inter-eureka 
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Applicants from France must:   

- submit the application form by 17:00 GMT to BPI France the deadline, along with the 
supporting documentation listed in the guidance for applicants.  
In addition to the Project Application Form and Annex, project partners that want to 
receive funding from Bpifrance need to submit a national application, including a 
detailed project plan and budget.  
 
It is recommended that the French partners contact Bpifrance before applying, in 
order to get advice on the national application. The funding applied is Aide au 
Développement de l’Innovation, described here: https://www.bpifrance.fr/Toutes-nos-
solutions/Aides-concours-et-labels/Aides-a-l-innovation-projets-individuels/Aide-pour-
le-developpement-de-l-innovation 
 

The national application shall be submitted through Bpifrance’s normal application portal. 
 
Applicants from Germany must:  
In addition to the EUREKA application, project partners who want to apply for funding 
through the Central Innovation Programme for SMEs (ZIM) need to submit a ZIM-application 
to AiF Projekt GmbH by the 10th of September 2020. 

Detailed information and forms can be found on www.zim.de. It is highly recommended to 
contact AiF Projekt GmbH in due time to the deadline (a minimum of four weeks is 
suggested) in order to clarify individual questions. 

Applicants from Israel must:   
- submit the required national application forms, including EUREKA application form 

and draft consortium agreement, in accordance with the Israel Innovation Authority 
regulations, through an online system by 12:00 IST, 10th of September 2020, to the 
Israel Innovation Authority, along with the supporting documentation listed in the 
guidance for applicants. 
 

Applicants from Japan must:  
- submit the NEDO application form by noon JST (Japan Standard Time) by the 10th 

of September 2020 to NEDO along with the supporting documentation listed in the 
guidance for applicants. 

 
Applicants from Spain must:   

- submit the application form through https://sede.cdti.gob.es by 17:00 GMT by the 
deadline to CDTI. This submission must include a draft consortium agreement. Once 
the application is checked, additional information will be requested to eligible 
applications in order to proceed with the funding application. Each company must 
complete and submit the funding application to CDTI within 20 days after receiving 
the communication of eligibility. 

 
Applicants from the UK must:  

- submit the required Innovate UK application on the Innovation Funding Service by 
12:00 BST along with the supporting documentation listed in the guidance for 
applicants by the 10th of September 2020. 

 
 
 
Stage 3: International and national evaluation 
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All applications are assessed against the eligibility criteria of the call before 
being put forward for the national assessments according to the national evaluation criteria.  

 Applications from Canada are being put forward for assessment by the National 
Research Council of Canada Industrial Research Assistance Program (NRC IRAP). 

 Applications from the Czech Republic are being put forward for assessment by 
Czech EUREKA Committee consisting experts who are experts in the innovation 
area. 

 Applications from France are being put forward for assessment by Bpifrance’s 
department in international innovation programmes, the latter could also mobilize, if 
necessary, Bpifrance’s experts.  

 Applications from Germany are being put forward for assessment by DLR-PT and the 
national applications need to be send to AiF Projekt GmbH. 

 Applications from Israel are being put forward for assessment by The Israel 
Innovation Authority’s evaluators.  

 Applications from Japan are being put forward for assessment by the Technical 
Evaluation Committee consisting of external experts and the NEDO Authorization 
Committee.  

 Applications from Spain are being put forward for assessment by CDTI experts who 
are experts in the innovation area identified in your application.  

 Applications from the UK are being put forward for assessment by up to 5 external 
assessors who are experts in the innovation area identified in your application.  

 
A multilateral consensus meeting made up of NRC, MEYS, BPI France, DLR-PT/AiF Projekt 
GmbH, Israel Innovation Authority, NEDO, CDTI and Innovate UK evaluators agree which 
projects to approve based on the assessors’ scores, using the EUREKA Assessment Criteria 
(Annex A). The basis for the evaluation is the general EUREKA eligibility criteria, national 
eligibility criteria and evaluations, the EUREKA application form and if required a national 
application form.  
 
Successful projects are put forward for a EUREKA label. After a common list of labelled and 
non-labelled projects has been agreed, applicants will be informed about the results.  
 
Stage 4: National funding decision 
Funding will only be provided to labelled projects that are positively evaluated by all 
participating funding agencies, taking the common ranking list into account. Funding of 
project partners is subjected to budgetary availability and national funding conditions 
stipulated by each funding body. 
 
All project partners are notified of the funding decisions by their respective national funding 
agencies. Any IPR arising from cooperative project activities under this call shall be 
regulated in a Consortium Agreement in accordance with the relevant laws of the countries 
participating in the project.  
 
A signed Consortium Agreement on the execution of the project and commercialisation of 
the projects results is mandatory for selected projects and must be sent to the relevant 
national funding agencies after the results of the evaluation have been communicated and 
before the start of the project.  
 
Contact Points from each participating country: 
 
Canada  
NRC IRAP 
Mr. Harvey Lam 
Industrial Technology Advisor, International Group – Japan 
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Email: Harvey.Lam@nrc.gc.ca 
Phone: +1 604-360-2047  
 
Czech Republic 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports, National Funding Body (MEYS) 
Mr. Josef Martinec 
EUREKA/Eurostars NPC 
Email: Josef.Martinec@msmt.cz 
Phone: +420 234812298 
 
France 
BPI France 
Mr. Mael MBAYE 
International Program Manager 
Email: international.innoproject@bpifrance.fr 
 
Germany 
For questions with respect to EUREKA: 

DLR Project Management Agency 

EUREKA-Office 

Ms. Ruth Schietke 

Phone: +49 228 3821 1903 

Email: ruth.schietke@dlr.de 

 
For questions with respect to national funding: 

Central Innovation Programme for SMEs 

AiF Projekt GmbH Project Management Agency 

Mr. Christian Fichtner 

Phone: +49 30 48163 590 

Email: C.Fichtner@aif-projekt-gmbh.de 

 
Israel 
Israel Innovation Authority (IIA) 
Ms. Ella Heller 
Israel Manager, Korea Israel Industrial R&D Foundation (KORIL-RDF), 
Japan Israel Collaboration Manager 
Israel Innovation Authority  
Email: Ella.Heller@innovationisrael.org.il  
Phone: +972-3-5118143 
 
Japan 
New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization (NEDO) 
Mr. Dai Mizuguchi 
Deputy Director, International Affairs Department  
Email: mizuguchidai@nedo.go.jp 
Phone: +81-44-520-5190 
 
Spain 
CDTI (Madrid) 
Ms. Merced Pérez  
Phone: +34 91 581 5607 
Email: merced.perez@cdti.es 
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CDTI (Tokio) 
Mr. Aki Dambara 
Phone: (+81) 3 3505 2631 
Email: ad@sbto.or.jp 
 
UK 
Innovate UK 
Ms. Dora Meredith 
Mr. David Campbell-Molloy 

Email: globalteam@innovateuk.ukri.org  
dora.meredith@innovateuk.ukri.org  
Phone: +32499274685 
 
 

5. Eligibility Criteria for each participating country: 
 
Canada 
To be considered for funding, applicants must form a project consortium and develop a 
collaborative R&D project that meets the following criteria:  

1. The project consortium must include at least: 

 1 incorporated Canadian small or medium-sized enterprise (SME)*, defined as a 
for-profit company with 500 or fewer full-time equivalent employees and 

 1 eligible Japanese participant  
*Canadian organizations that are not considered SMEs may participate in projects, 
but are not eligible to receive funding through this call for proposals. 

2. The project partners that form the consortium must: 

 be capable of implementing the project including funding their respective share 
and  

 agree in advance on intellectual property rights and a commercialization strategy 
3. The collaborative project must focus on co-developing a product, process, or 

technology-based service that:  

 is highly innovative 

 has significant commercial potential 

 has outcomes that can be realized within three years of completion of the project 
and 

 does not involve R&D related to products, processes, or technological-based 
services with military or non-peaceful applications 

4. The collaborative project must demonstrate: 

 the unique scientific and technological contribution that each organization brings 
to the project 

 an obvious advantage and added value for each project partner resulting from the 
collaboration, such as an increased knowledge base, an access to R&D 
infrastructure or new fields of application or a solutions for commercial needs and 

 an adequate balance and significance for all project partners, with no more than 
70% of the project budget contributed by any organization or country 

 
In addition to the above eligibility requirements, each applicant must meet their country-
specific requirements. 
 
Canadian applicant(s) must also meet the following criteria.  

1. The Canadian SME must have a technology that is: 

 world-class, differentiated, and protectable, such as a unique or novel patentable 
technology that may alter the industry or market 
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To note: preference will be given to existing commercialized 

technologies in Canada  

2. The Canadian SME must be committed to: 

 pursuing growth and profit by developing and commercializing innovative, 
technology-driven new or improved products, processes or technological-based 
services and 

 aggressive growth through global market expansion. 
3. The Canadian SME must be ready, and have the resources to: 

 make a serious new market entry push, generally measured by having more than 
20 full-time equivalent employees and $2 million CAD in annual revenue and 

 complete a collaborative project with international project partners 
 
Czech Republic 
The funding in the Czech Republic will be provided by the MEYS under the national 
programme INTER-EXCELLENCE and its part INTER-EUREKA.  
Czech companies – both SMEs and Large companies - are eligible for submitting the project 
proposal and can be joined by universities and research organizations. MEYS will fund R&D 
projects by grants: SME´s up to 50% of eligible costs of the Czech project part; large 
companies up to 30% of eligible costs of the Czech project part and in total limited up to 
160,000 € per year (up to 4,000,000 CZK). 
 
The evaluation procedure is organized after submitting completed project applications. A 
“National Green List” will be generated in accordance with results of the GlobalStars Call 
funding partner with candidates to be labelled. EUREKA Label is a necessary condition for 
project funding. 
 
In the Czech Republic, the participants have to submit the national application to the MEYS 
according to the rules published on http://www.msmt.cz/vyzkum-a-vyvoj-2/inter-eureka.   
For more information contact the national EUREKA Office at the MEYS. 
 
France 
French funding scheme: ADI (Aide pour le développement de l’innovation) requirements: 
 

- Partnerships: Two or more industrial partners (a Foreign company and a French 
company)  

- No country or partner representing more than 70% of the total budget of the project.  
- Eligible Beneficiaries: French companies up to 2000 fulltime equivalents (FTE)  
- Eligible costs: Industrial research and experimental development (industrialization 

and commercialization costs are not eligible)  
- Funding amount: from € 50,000 up to € 3 Million (submitted to financial analysis of 

the company and financial conditions)  
- Duration: maximum of 24 months  
- Funding: zero interest rate loan or repayable advance reimbursable in case of 

technical success  
 
Beforehand, French companies can also request financial support to set up their partnership: 
 

 APT (Aide au Partenariat Tech): grant of up to 20k€ for 50% of your costs related to 
prospecting partners, feasibility studies, etc. Any payment is subject to a signed 
consortium agreement. 

 
If selected, French companies will have to submit a funding application form to their 
Regional Office as well as a consortium agreement in the English language that regulates 
the terms of cooperation between all partners. 
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Germany  
Applicants who decide to apply for ZIM funding need to respect the ZIM regulations. 
[https://www.zim.de/ZIM/Redaktion/DE/Publikationen/Richtlinien/zim-richtlinie-ab-2020.html] 
 

- The fundable costs of a German SME per project in ZIM are 450.000 €, for a 

participating German RTO the fundable costs are 220.000 € 

- The funding –rate for SMEs varies between 40% and 60%, depending on size and 

location of the company. 

- A draft version of the consortium agreement has to be submitted with the ZIM-

application. The signed Version needs to be submitted the latest, after the evaluation 

is finalized and before the applicants submit their first payment request. 

- The project needs to be balanced between the participating partners. In a project 

consisting of two partners, one partner is only allowed to hold 70 % of the person 

months of the project. For a project with more than two partners, one partner can 

only hold 50 % of the person months. Participating RTOs are altogether not allowed 

to hold more than 50 % of the person months of the project. 

- The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy intents to co-fund German 

participants in projects that include at least one partner from Japan and one German 

SME partner. 

Please read the guidelines before you submit an application. 
 
Israel  
To be eligible for the Israel Innovation Authority’s support the applicants must be R&D 
performing Israeli registered companies operating in Israel. 
 
Terms of support: 

 The support is provided subject to the provisions of the R&D Law applicable to the 
relevant incentive program, include the following: 

 The product, service or industrial process to be developed within the 
framework of cooperation should be innovative, suitable for commercialization 
in the target markets, and have added value for the Israeli economy and for 
the project partner. 

 The partner companies must have the ability to implement the project and the 
R&D processes necessary for its completion, as well as the ability to fund 
their proportionate share in the process required for project realization. 

 Research institutes and academic entities are allowed to take part in the 
cooperation as subcontractors. 

 The partner companies must demonstrate that the cooperation between them 
is necessary for the development of a value-added technology, resulting from 
the transfer of knowledge between the companies, as well as from sharing of 
resources, infrastructure or commercial relationships, innovative application of 
existing technologies to new markets and more. 

 The partner companies will sign an agreement to regulate the rights to their 
intellectual property (IP) and ownership of new IP, which will be produced 
during the project and its commercialization. This agreement is to be subject 
to the R&D Law. 

 Please carefully read the complete list of conditions, which specifies the rights 
and obligations of the companies, as detailed on the Authority’s website. 

 
Funding details: 
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1. Funding will be provided in the form of a conditional grant from the R&D 
Fund of the Innovation Authority to the projects jointly selected under the Call for 
Proposals.  

2. The total funding from the Israel Innovation Authority will not exceed 50% of the eligible 
and approved costs of the R&D for a one-year period, in accordance with the national 
laws and regulations of the R&D Fund. Israeli applicants are encouraged to reapply for 
funding for year two project supports in line with the duration agreed between the 
applicants.  

3. When a project results in sales of a product, service or process, the financial support 
must be repaid to the Innovation Authority according to its regulations (in general, 
royalties are paid at rates beginning at 3% of sales, depending on various criteria. 
Royalties are payable until 100% of the amount of the grant has been repaid with 
interest as provided in the applicable regulations). If the project does not result in sales, 
no repayment is required.  

 
For more information on funding conditions, applicants should visit the website of the 
Innovation Authority: https://innovationisrael.org.il/program/2851 
 
Japan 
To be eligible for NEDO support, a Japanese applicant must be (or include) R&D performing 
company, of any size, registered and operating in Japan.  
 
Besides, the Japanese applicant must 

- have a R&D base in Japan 
- collaborate with at least one company of the participating EUREKA members, which 

doesn’t have a certain capital relationship (20% of voting rights or more) with the 
Japanese applicant 

- conclude Consortium Agreement (CA) with its overseas partners before starting the 
funded project 

- propose a project of which the duration may not exceed 24 months.  
- propose a project in any field of industrial technology except for nuclear technologies 

and pharmaceutical technologies. 
 

Spain 
- CDTI will finance industrial research and/or technological development activities of 

Spanish companies. Universities and research centers could take part as 
subcontractors. 
 

- It is mandatory that project activities do not start before submitting the funding 
applications to CDTI. 
 

- Funding conditions for Spanish partners may vary depending on the nature of the 
project and the beneficiaries. The features of the main funding tool for EUREKA 
projects in Spain is available here: 
https://www.cdti.es/index.asp?MP=100&MS=802&MN=2  

UK  
To be eligible for Innovate UK support, a UK applicant must: 

- be a UK based business, of any size; 
- collaborate with the Japanese lead partner; 
- involve at least one UK based SME, unless the lead themselves is an SME; 
- the UK SME in your consortium must incur at least half of the UK total eligible project 

costs. If your consortium contains more than one UK SME, this minimum is shared 
between them. 
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Innovate UK can fund a proportion of the industrial research project costs, this proportion 
depends on the size of your business:  

 up to 70% if you are a micro or small business 
 up to 60% if you are a medium-sized business 
 up to 50% if you are a large business 

 
Research organisations, public sector organisations or charities can be partners on the 
project but cannot lead the UK consortium. The UK research organisations in your 
consortium can share up to 30 percent of the UK total eligible project costs. If your 
consortium has more than one UK research organisation, this maximum is shared between 
them. 
 
Subcontracting is allowed up to a maximum 20% of the total eligible project costs of the UK 
partners.  
 
Each UK partner must carry out the majority of their funded work within the UK. Innovate UK 
understands that by the nature of this international collaborative project, that there may be 
occasions where work will have to be conducted outside of the UK. However, this should be 
kept to a minimum and Innovate UK will challenge your rationale if deemed to be excessive. 
 
Eligible project costs are defined in the general funding guidance. This competition provides 
state aid funding under the General Block Exemption Regulation.  
 
Any UK business claiming funding must be eligible to receive state aid at point of award. It is 
your responsibility to make sure that your organisation is eligible to receive state aid. For 
further information please see the general guidance document. 
 
Organisations from other countries 
Organisations from other EUREKA member countries or countries outside of EUREKA can 
participate provided: 

 they arrange their own funding  

 the project meets the eligibility participation criteria  

 they respect the deadlines of the call. 
  



 
 

 11 

Annex A: EUREKA Assessment Criteria 
 1.  

1.  Impact 1.   Is the market properly addressed in terms of size, access and 
risk? 

 2. Is the value creation in terms of growth, employment, 
environmental and societal benefits properly addressed? 

 3. What are the competitive advantages of the project?  
(Strategic importance of the project, enhanced capabilities and 
visibility) 

 4. Are the commercialization plans clear and realistic  
(Return on investment, Geographical sectoral impact) 

2. Excellence 1. What is the degree of innovation  
(Commitment on State-of-the-art and the technological maturity and 
risk) 

 2. How is the new knowledge going to be used? 
 

 3. Is the project challenging scientifically, technically and for the 
partners? 

 4. Are the technical achievability & risk conveniently addressed 
 

3.Quality & 
Efficiency 

1. How is the quality of the consortium? (Well-balanced 
partnership,  
technological managerial and financial capacity of each partner) 

 2. Is there an added value through the international co-operation? 
 

 3. Are the project management & planning realistic and clearly 
defined? (Methodology and planning approach, milestones and 
deliverables) 

 4. Is the cost structure reasonable?  
(Cost and financial commitment of each participant) 

4.Overall 
Perception 

1. Pros and cons of the application  
 

 2. Is the project recommend for public investment? (Yes or No) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


